
2013 NASA-ARC
Science Innovation Fund
Call for Proposals


Background

NASA Headquarters has created a new program, the Science Innovation Fund (SIF), to provide seed funding for early stage scientific research activities that are aligned with the Agency’s strategic goals and objectives.  The SIF objectives are: (1) To promote the conduct of highly innovative, exploratory and high-risk/high-return scientific research in support of the Agency, and (2) To promote increased vitality of NASA Centers through strategic investments in scientific research, capabilities and people.  This new program is not to be confused with the Center Innovation Fund, which provides funding for Center-selected awards in support of the Agency’s Space Technology Program.

NASA Headquarters will administer the SIF through its Office of Chief Scientist, led by Dr. Waleed Abdalati.  For FY13 only, the Science Mission Directorate (SMD) provided funding to this program, but the Human Exploration and Operations Mission Directorate (HEOMD) did not.  Therefore, for this year, proposals are solicited for scientific research in astrophysics, planetary sciences (including astrobiology and lunar science), Earth sciences and heliophysics only.  A total of $960,000 will be offered to winning proposers, and requests for funding must be less than $150,000 per proposal.  At least 80% of the requested funding must be used to directly support civil service salaries.  Principal Investigators must be civil servants, although co-investigators may be contractors, subject to the funding limitation above.  Proposals should be for 12 months of activities, starting in January 2013.  Research funded through the SIF program should establish a foundation for future competitive proposals submitted to appropriate NASA Research Announcements (NRAs) or Announcements of Opportunity (AOs).

The Ames SIF is particularly interested in catalyzing new research investigations that emphasize innovation and a greater integration between NASA’s science and exploration programs.  Acquisition of resources necessary to conduct the work outlined in the proposal, including the purchase of new equipment and the acquisition of expertise (e.g., postdoc students) is permitted, subject to the funding requirements stated above.  Co-investigators may be located at other institutions, with funding levels subject to the limitations listed above.

Not permitted under the SIF are the following: (a) augmentations to existing funded research projects, (b) research proposals that have previously been submitted to an NRA, but declined as a result of peer review, (c) major facilities construction, and (d) proposals focused on technology development or technology maturation.


Evaluation Criteria

SIF proposals will be evaluated according to the following criteria.

Criterion (1): Scientific Merit (40% weight)
Overall scientific merit of the proposed research, its potential impact on the current state of knowledge, and demonstrated scientific innovation.
Criterion (2): Relevance and Value to NASA (30% weight)
The relevance of the proposed research to HQ/Science Mission Directorate goals, and the value of the proposed research relative to the investment required.
Criterion (3): Soundness of the Approach (10%)
The extent to which the project is structured to provide timely results within the 12-month period of performance.
Criterion (4): Leveraging to Future Prospects (20%)
The extent to which the proposed research may be leveraged into a successful proposal submitted to a future research solicitation offered by NASA or other government Agencies.

Proposals will be evaluated by a non-conflicted Review Committee co-chaired by Ames Director for Science Dr. Michael Bicay and by Ames Chief Scientist Dr. Jacob Cohen.  The Committee will also include a handful of senior scientists selected by the Committee Co-Chairs.  The Review Committee will provide recommendation to the Ames Center Director, Dr. S. Pete Worden, who will make the final selections.  All SIF selections will be reviewed by the HQ/Office of Chief Scientist to ensure compliance with the tenets of the SIF Program.


Proposal Format

Each SIF proposal shall be limited to two (2) pages, exclusive of a Title Page and a Budget Page, and shall follow the outline below.  Proposals that are incomplete or exceed two pages will not be considered.  Proposals that exceed the funding requirements will not be considered.  Text shall be single-spaced, using 10-point (or larger) Times New Roman font.

[2012 November 23 Addendum: Acronym lists and/or bibliographic references do not count against the two-page limit.]

Proposals requirements are listed below.

Title Page
(1)  Research Project Title
(2)  Principal Investigator Name
· Directorate/Division, Email Address, Phone Number
(3)  Funded Co-Investigator Names (those seeking funding via this proposal)
· Affiliations, Email Addresses, Phone Numbers
(4)  Other Co-Investigator Names
· Affiliations, Email Addresses, Phone Numbers


Two-Page Proposal
(5)  Context
Describe the current state-of-knowledge in the proposed field of research, focusing on the specific sub-field(s) relevant to the proposed research.
(6)  Proposed Research
Describe your proposed research, written at a level accessible by a science-trained generalist.
(7)  Relevance
Describe the relevance of the proposed research to NASA and to the Center’s science programs, and describe why the proposed research is unsuitable for submission to the SMD omnibus ROSES solicitation..
(8)  Research Product
Although it is understood that basic research does not always have a deterministic outcome, describe the predicted end-point of your research within the allotted 12-month period of performance.
(9)  Future Prospects
Describe the future NASA research programs and/or funding opportunities that can be exploited upon successful completion of your investigation.

Budget Page
(10)  Budget
Provide a full cost budget, with FTEs and WYEs based on the portion of a full labor year (2080 hours).  Costs should be represented in full dollar amounts, based upon the actual burdened salary of the Principal Investigator and funded Co-Investigators.  Note that proposed total funding request cannot exceed $150,000, and that the sum of procurements (including for WYE labor) and travel funds cannot exceed $30,000.  Proposers are welcome to augment submitted figures with an explanatory narrative, where necessary.


Proposal Submission

Short SIF proposals should be submitted electronically by December 7, 2012 to the Review Committee Co-Chairs via Michael.D.Bicay@nasa.gov and Jacob.Cohen-1@nasa.gov, with “SIF Proposal” listed as the Subject line.  The format and content for the proposals, and the proposal evaluation criteria, will be provided upon request.  Such requests should be sent electronically to the Administrative Assistant for the Science Directorate at Marlowe.S.Primack@nasa.gov, with “SIF Proposal” listed as the Subject line.

The SIF Proposal Review Committee will meet in mid-December, and new awards will be announced by December 20, 2012.




Reporting Requirements

Principal investigators selected for SIF awards will be required to submit a brief Interim Report and a Final Report to the Ames Director for Science and the Ames Chief Scientist by July 5, 2013.  The Final Report, to be submitted by December 20, 2013, will be shared with the Agency’s Chief Scientist and will be used to assess the success of the SIF Program at Ames.


Timeline

SIF Call for Proposals Issued:  November 16, 2012
Proposals Due: December 7, 2012 (5:00pm PST)
Review Process: December 10-18, 2012 (approx.)
Selection Announcements: December 20, 2012
Projects Funded: January 14, 2013
Interim Report Due: July 5, 2013
Final Report Due: December 20, 2013


Points of Contact

Questions about this opportunity, or the Science Innovation Fund, may be addressed to the Ames Director for Science, Dr. Michael D. Bicay at Michael.D.Bicay@nasa.gov, or to the Ames Chief Scientist, Dr. Jacob Cohen at Jacob.Cohen-1@nasa.gov.
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